
  

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
of the 

CACHUMA CONSERVATION RELEASE BOARD 
held by Videoconference 

 
February 23, 2023, 2:00 pm 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL  
The videoconference meeting was called to order at 2:02 pm by board President Lauren Hanson. 
Those attending the meeting were:  

 

Directors Present:  
Lauren Hanson  Goleta Water District 
Kristen Sneddon  City of Santa Barbara  
Tobe Plough   Montecito Water District 

 
Also Present:  
Ryan Drake 
Dana Hoffenberg 
Dan Hentschke 
Nick Turner 
Peter Cantle 
 

Sam Bivins 
Joel Mulder  
Ted Harris  
Brian Van Lienden 
 

SPECIAL AGENDA – HEALTH AND SAFETY 

SA-1, Resolution Authorizing Virtual Meetings Pursuant to AB 361. Director Plough 
moved and Director Sneddon seconded a resolution authorizing virtual meetings pursuant to AB 
361, thus creating a virtual meeting window extending to February 28, 2023. The motion passed 
3-0 by roll call vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

No one from the general public was present; there was no public comment.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

Director Plough moved and Director Sneddon seconded approval of the consent agenda. The 
motion passed 3-0 by roll call vote. 
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REGULAR AGENDA 

RA-1, State Water Board and Federal Consultation Process Update.  Executive 
Director Cantle advised the board that, as of February 23, 2023, Cachuma reservoir is essentially 
full and spilling due to recent storm systems, and that more storms are projected. The US Bureau 
of Reclamation (Reclamation) is focused on storm preparation and reservoir operations, and there 
are no significant updates regarding the revised Biological Assessment (BA) being developed to 
initiate formal consultation under the Endangered Species Act. Regarding Water Rights Order 
2019-0148, Cantle noted that the Accumulated Drought Water Credit computation is being 
evaluated, that Reclamation is considering comments from the National Marine Fisheries Service 
and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) on its revised Term 18 plan incorporating 
the new Hwy 154 stream gauge, and that a draft Term 19 plan framework to evaluate Table 2 flows 
is being developed for stakeholder input.  

RA-2, Steelhead CESA Status Update.  Cantle advised the board that the California Fish 
and Game Commission (CFGC) granted CDFW a six-month extension to the one-year period for 
analyzing the species’ candidacy under the California Endangered Species Act. CDFW’s report to 
the CFGC is now due in November 2023. CCRB staff will continue to monitor and report on this 
process. 

CLOSED SESSION  

The board went into Closed Session at 2:14 pm; the board came out of Closed Session at 3:54 pm 
with no reportable actions.  

REGULAR AGENDA – CONT. 

RA-3, Agenda Items for Future Board Meetings. No future agenda items were 
identified. 

RA-4, Confirm Next Meeting(s) and Adjourn. The next regular meeting of the CCRB 
board is scheduled for 2:00 pm Thursday, April 6, 2023 at Montecito Water District, and will be a 
“hybrid” meeting (in-person board attendance and in-person or videoconference attendance by 
staff and the public). President Hanson adjourned the meeting at 4:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Secretary to the Board  


