
  

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
of the 

CACHUMA CONSERVATION RELEASE BOARD 
Held at City of Santa Barbara Water Resources Conference Room and by Videoconference 

 
December 14, 2023, 2:00 pm 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL  
The meeting was called to order at 2:03 pm by Board President Lauren Hanson. Those attending 
the meeting were:  

 

Directors Present (in person):  
Lauren Hanson  Goleta Water District 
Kristen Sneddon  City of Santa Barbara  
Tobe Plough   Montecito Water District (remotely, via video) 

 
 Also Present: 
 Ryan Drake   Joel Mulder 
 Dakota Corey    Brian Van Lienden 

Peter Cantle   Ted Harris 
 Sam Bivins    
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  

No one from the general public was present; there was no public comment.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

Director Plough moved and Director Sneddon seconded approval of the Consent Agenda. The 
motion passed 3-0 by roll call vote.  

REGULAR AGENDA 

RA-1, State Water Board and Federal Consultation Process Update. Executive 
Director Cantle advised the Board that, as part of the Consultation process, Reclamation expects 
to circulate draft chapters 1-5 of the Biological Assessment on December 21 for review and 
comment. Per Director Sneddon’s request, Cantle will circulate these draft chapters to Member 
Agency staff for review upon receipt. Comments will be due in late January, 2024; hydrological 
modeling needs for the BA are expected be addressed in March 2024 or later. 
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Regarding Water Rights Order 2019-0148, Cantle updated the Board on the outcome of a 

meeting with Reclamation, the County Water Agency, the Cachuma Member Units and COMB, 
held to present and discuss an analysis of Reclamation’s water releases and compliance buffers 
during the most recent four-year period. Reclamation concurred with CCRB’s analysis; 
Reclamation’s Area Manager stated that the agency would work to reduce the substantially 
oversized buffers it has applied to comply with Water Rights Order target flows and that this would 
be an iterative process. 

Cantle also advised the Board that CCRB continues to reach out to the downstream 
agencies to engage regarding reservoir accounting methodologies as outlined in the 2002 
Settlement Agreement and implemented through the Water Rights Order.  

CLOSED SESSION  

The Board went into Closed Session at 2:15 pm. The Board reconvened in Open Session at 2:22 
pm, with no reportable actions.  

REGULAR AGENDA – CONT. 

RA-2, Agenda Items for Future Board Meetings. No future agenda items were noted. 

RA-3, Confirm Next Meeting(s) and Adjourn. The next meeting of the CCRB Board is 
scheduled for 2:00 pm Thursday, January 11, 2024 at Goleta Water District. President Hanson 
adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Secretary to the Board  


